
Martin Luther's Small Catechism: A Timeless
Guide to Christian Faith and Practice
Martin Luther's Small Catechism, translated by Henry Smith, is a concise
yet comprehensive exposition of the Christian faith, intended for use in the
instruction of children and adults alike. Originally written in German in 1529,
the Small Catechism quickly became a widely used resource for both
education and pastoral care, and it remains so to this day.

The Small Catechism is divided into six parts: the Ten Commandments, the
Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Sacrament of Baptism, the Office of
the Keys (or Confession and Absolution),and the Sacrament of the Altar.
Each part includes a brief explanation of the topic, followed by a series of
questions and answers that explore the implications of the doctrine for daily
life.
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Luther's Small Catechism is a valuable resource for Christians of all ages
and backgrounds. It provides a clear and concise overview of the Christian
faith, and it can help readers to grow in their understanding of God,
themselves, and the world around them.

The Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments are the foundation of Christian morality. They
provide us with a guide to right living, and they help us to understand our
sinfulness and our need for God's grace.

The Ten Commandments are as follows:

1. You shall have no other gods before me.

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol or any likeness of what is in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

5. Honor your father and your mother.

6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10. You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your
neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.



The Ten Commandments are not a burden, but a gift. They show us how to
live in harmony with God and with one another.

The Apostles' Creed

The Apostles' Creed is a statement of Christian belief. It summarizes the
essential doctrines of the faith, and it has been used by Christians for
centuries as a tool for teaching and worship.

The Apostles' Creed is as follows:

1. I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

3. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

The Apostles' Creed is a powerful statement of faith. It reminds us of who
God is, what he has done for us, and what we can look forward to in the
future.

The Lord's Prayer

The Lord's Prayer is a model for prayer. It teaches us how to pray to God,
and it provides us with a framework for our own prayers.



The Lord's Prayer is as follows:

1. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

2. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

3. Give us this day our daily bread.

4. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

5. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

6. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer is a simple but profound prayer. It covers all of our
needs, and it reminds us of our dependence on God.

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptism is a sacrament of the Christian church. It is a sign and seal of
God's grace, and it marks our entry into the Christian community.

Baptism is done by sprinkling or pouring water on the head of the person
being baptized. The words of baptism are, "I baptize you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."

Baptism is a gift from God. It washes away our sins and makes us new
creatures in Christ.

The Office of the Keys (or Confession and Absolution)

The Office of the Keys is the power that Christ has given to the church to
forgive sins. It is exercised through the ministry of pastors, who pronounce
absolution (forgiveness) to those who confess their sins.



Confession and absolution are important parts of the Christian life. They
help us to acknowledge our sins, to receive God's forgiveness, and to grow
in holiness.

The Sacrament of the Altar

The Sacrament of the Altar, also known as Holy Communion, is a
sacrament of the Christian church. It is a memorial of Christ's death and
resurrection, and it is a means by which we receive his body and blood.

The Sacrament of the Altar is celebrated by sharing bread and wine. The
bread represents Christ's body, and the wine represents his blood.

The Sacrament of the Altar is a powerful sacrament. It nourishes our souls
and strengthens us in our faith.

Martin Luther's Small Catechism is a timeless guide to Christian faith and
practice. It is a valuable resource for Christians of all ages and
backgrounds, and it can help us to grow in our understanding of God,
ourselves, and the world around us.

If you are interested in learning more about the Christian faith, I encourage
you to read Martin Luther's Small Catechism. It is a simple but profound
resource that can help you to grow in your faith and live a life that is
pleasing to God.
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