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Corsino Fortes (1933-2015) was a seminal figure in Cape Verdean
literature, a poet whose words resonated with the heartbeats of his people
and the rhythms of his homeland. His prolific body of work, spanning over
five decades, captured the essence of Cape Verde's cultural heritage, the
complexities of the human condition, and the longing for a place called
home.

In "Selected Poems of Corsino Fortes," we embark on a journey through
the poet's most evocative and poignant works. Through a detailed analysis
of themes, style, and imagery, we will delve into the depths of Fortes's
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poetic universe, exploring the themes that defined his writing and the
literary devices he employed to create unforgettable verses.

Themes of Longing and Exile

One of the central themes permeating Fortes's poetry is the profound
sense of longing and exile. As a Cape Verdean living in the diaspora,
Fortes carried the weight of his homeland within him, yearning for the
familiar landscapes, sounds, and scents of his birthplace.

In the poem "Minha Terra" (My Land),the poet's longing manifests as a vivid
sensory experience:

> "I long for the smell of damp earth,
> The taste of sun-ripened mangoes,
> The sound of the ocean's roar."

Through sensory imagery, Fortes evokes the palpable connection between
the poet and his native land, a bond that transcends physical distance. The
longing for home becomes a driving force in his work, fueling both a sense
of nostalgia and a desire for return.

However, Fortes's exploration of exile extends beyond the physical realm.
He also grapples with the psychological and cultural displacement
experienced by many Cape Verdeans living abroad. In the poem
"Emigrante" (Emigrant),he writes:

> "I am an emigrant,
> A man without a country,
> A stranger in my own land."



The sense of alienation and rootlessness is palpable in these lines, as the
poet confronts the complexities of identity and belonging in a world often
defined by borders and divisions.

The rhythms of Cape Verde

Fortes's poetry is deeply rooted in the rhythms and melodies of Cape
Verdean music, particularly the traditional genres of morna and coladera.
These musical forms, characterized by their languid, melancholic tempos
and poignant lyrics, provide a rich source of inspiration for the poet.

In the poem "Morna para Cabo Verde" (Morna for Cape Verde),Fortes pays
homage to the evocative power of this musical genre:

> "Oh, morna, song of my people,
> You carry the weight of our sorrows,
> The joy of our celebrations,
> The rhythm of our lives."

Through the use of repetition and alliteration, Fortes captures the hypnotic,
almost trance-like quality of morna music, which becomes a metaphor for
the cyclical nature of life and the enduring spirit of the Cape Verdean
people.

Imagery of Nature and Landscape

The natural world holds a central place in Fortes's poetry, serving as a
source of both solace and inspiration. The landscapes of Cape Verde, with
their stark beauty and unforgiving terrain, provide a rich backdrop for his
verses.



In the poem "Ilha" (Island),the poet paints a vivid picture of his homeland:

> "Island of volcanic rock,
> Bathed by the Atlantic Ocean,
> Where the wind whispers secrets,
> And the sun burns with passion."

Fortes's use of sensory imagery, combined with the personification of the
island, creates a sense of intimacy and connection between the poet and
his surroundings. The island becomes a living, breathing entity, embodying
the strength and resilience of the Cape Verdean people who have made it
their home.

"Selected Poems of Corsino Fortes" offers a profound and moving
exploration of a poet whose words continue to resonate with readers
around the world. Through his evocative themes of longing, exile, and
cultural identity, Fortes captures the essence of the Cape Verdean
experience and the universal human condition.

His mastery of rhythm, imagery, and symbolism elevates his poetry to the
realm of the timeless, ensuring that his verses will continue to be cherished
and celebrated for generations to come. Fortes's work stands as a
testament to the power of poetry to transcend boundaries, bridge cultures,
and connect hearts across time and space.
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