
The Politics of Morality in America: An
Examination of Ferris and Ferris's Book
Morality is a complex and multifaceted concept that has been debated by
philosophers, theologians, and social scientists for centuries. In recent
years, the issue of morality has become increasingly politicized in the
United States, with both liberals and conservatives claiming to have a
monopoly on moral truth. This has led to a great deal of division and
acrimony in American society.

In their book, The Politics of Morality in America, Charles Ferris and John
Ferris argue that the polarization of American politics is largely due to the
fact that both liberals and conservatives have adopted a moralistic view of
the world. They argue that this moralistic view leads to a simplistic
understanding of complex social issues and makes it difficult to find
common ground.
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Ferris and Ferris propose an alternative to the moralistic view of politics.
They argue that we should focus on finding common ground rather than
trying to impose our own moral values on others. They also argue that we
should be more tolerant of different viewpoints and that we should be
willing to compromise when necessary.

The Moralistic View of Politics

The moralistic view of politics is based on the belief that there is a single,
objective moral truth. This truth is often derived from religious beliefs or
from a secular ideology. Those who hold a moralistic view of politics believe
that it is their duty to impose their moral values on others.

The moralistic view of politics is a dangerous one. It can lead to
intolerance, division, and even violence. It can also make it difficult to find
common ground and solve complex social problems.

An Alternative to the Moralistic View of Politics

Ferris and Ferris propose an alternative to the moralistic view of politics.
They argue that we should focus on finding common ground rather than
trying to impose our own moral values on others. They also argue that we
should be more tolerant of different viewpoints and that we should be
willing to compromise when necessary.

This alternative view of politics is based on the belief that there is no single,
objective moral truth. Instead, morality is a subjective and personal matter.
There are many different ways to live a good life, and there is no one right
way.



This view of morality is more tolerant and inclusive than the moralistic view.
It allows for a diversity of viewpoints and it makes it possible to find
common ground. It also makes it easier to solve complex social problems,
because it allows for compromise and negotiation.

The Politics of Morality in America is a timely and important book. It
provides a much-needed alternative to the moralistic view of politics that
has dominated American discourse in recent years. Ferris and Ferris's
book is a call for tolerance, understanding, and compromise. It is a book
that can help us heal our divisions and build a better future for our country.
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